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Eastbourne Seniors Forum is Launched

Over 200 members and guests packed 
the Congress Suites in the Centre of 
Eastbourne on 14th April for the launch 
of the Eastbourne Seniors Forum 
(ESF).  The event was introduced by the 
Chairman of the ESF Launch Steering 
Committee, Steve Thornett, who 
welcomed those present and thanked 
the various associations that had given 
their support..  He noted that a third of 
the population are now over ýfty; a very 
important section of the community.

Steve then invited the Mayor of 
Eastbourne, Cllr. Mrs Mary Pooley, to 
open the event.  Cllr. Pooley said: “This 
is a very important event for Eastbourne, 
especially for senior citizens.  We will 

work together and make our voices 
heard.”  Cllr. Pooley then cut a ribbon to 
open the proceedings.

The ESF was then formally launched by 
the Chairman of East Sussex County 
Council, Cllr. Bob Lacey OBE.  Cllr. Lacey 
said: ñThis is a momentous occasion; 
ESF is the last piece of the jigsaw and 
completes the network of senior forums 
across the county.  Bringing the forums 
together will create a stronger voice, a 
voice that will be heard.  Cllr. Lacey went 
on to say: “There is no longer a case 
for anybody to do nothing; we can all be 
involved in something.”  In concluding, 
he said: “We want pensioners to get a 
fair deal; not the last to be considered, 
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